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Abstract 

The most influential American 
woman in philosophy of her time, 
Susanne K. Langer (1895-1985) 
must not be forgotten in our 
assessment of the many 
inheritances and “Americanizations” 
of the Vienna Circle. Langer studied 
psychology in Vienna in 1921, 
working with Victor Kraft. Her 
distinctive notion of “symbolic form” 
emerged from her studies of logic 
with Sheffer and Whitehead and her 
readings of Cassirer, Wittgenstein, 
the Gestalt theorists and Freud. Her 
remarkable 1926 Radcliffe PhD, “A 
Logical Analysis of Meaning” reflects 
a synthesis of American and 
Viennese sources in logic and 
philosophy, including 1. the earliest 
non-empiricist interpretation of the 
Tractatus written in the United 
States, 2. an application of Sheffer’s 
algebraical program in logic and 
philosophy (praised by Russell in 
Principia’s 2nd edition), 3. the first 
extensive American discussion of 
Frege, Russell, and Husserl in 
America and 4. Applications of 
Gestalt psychology to support 
Whitehead’s, C.I. Lewis’s and 
Sheffer’s pragmatic, relational, and 
process-conception of experience. 

While at Columbia Langer 
overlapped with Arthur Pap (PhD 
1945), who emigrated to New York in 
1941. Pap published important 
papers treating necessity from a 
“pragmatic” point of view, insisting on 
the importance of the notion of 
“intuition” and offering a pragmatic 
treatment of the a priori that 
anticipated some of Quine’s 
criticisms of Carnap’s view of the 
analytic/synthetic distinction. We will 
discuss Langer’s work in relation to 
Pap’s work on the notion of 
necessity. 
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