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Abstract 

One of the many virtues of Michael 
Friedman's work was the way it 
allowed us to disentangle two issues: 
first, the various ways the 
epistemological or methodological 
function of the synthetic a priori can 
be articulated and, second, the 
various philosophical vocabularies 
you might feel you can or must use 
to articulate them.  Friedman himself, 
somewhat surprisingly given his 
early work on space-time, came to 
be most interested in Carnap's 
attempt to articulate constitutive 
principles for semantic systems in 
metalogical vocabulary.  In this talk I 
will both further elaborate that story 
and contrast it with the different 
development in Reichenbach's 
scientific philosophy. Our starting 
point will be the somewhat different 
accounts of structural objectivity in 
Reichenbach's (1920) 
Relativitätstheorie und Erkenntnis A 
Priori and Carnap's (1928) Der 
logische Aufbau der Welt and then 
we shall trace how those differences 
reflect different philosophical visions 
that get elaborated differently across 
the decades of their careers. 
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