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Abstract

Although Charles Sanders Peirce 
is widely recognized as a founder 
of American Pragmatism, what is 
lesser known is that his primary 
career was with the U.S. Coast 
and Geodetic Survey, working as a 
geodesist to improve the precision 
and accuracy of gravity measure-
ments (gravimetry). My aim in this 
talk is threefold: First, I examine 
Peirce’s contributions to gravimetry 
and metrology and argue that this 
is a critical but surprisingly unap-
preciated source for his pragmatic 
philosophy, in particular his views 
on truth and inquiry. Second, I trace 
two possible routes of influence 
from this work of Peirce’s: one to the 
“first” Vienna Circle and another to 
more recent work in the philosophy 
of metrology related to the periodic 
adjustment of fundamental physi-
cal constants. Finally, I show the 
continuing relevance of Peirce’s 
program of model-corrected gravity 
measurements to the recent redefi-
nition of the kilogram.
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